
MULTI-CLAUSE 
SENTENCES 



 

Year 4 – Subordinate clauses 

 

Year 5 – Relative clauses 

 

Year 6 – A range of clauses – 
choosing  the most appropriate 
context 

Multi-clause sentences 



Main clauses 

 A main clause, sometimes called an 
independent clause, must contain a 
subject and a verb and express a 
complete thought. 
 

   E.g. The dog barked. 

               Subject         Verb 



Multi-clause Sentences 

 They are sentences containing more 
than one clause. 

 They can be a mix of main, subordinate 
and relative clauses. 

 Main clauses make sense on their own – 
therefore every sentence needs one. 
 



 Subordinate clause – a dependent clause that 
does not make sense on its own therefore needs 
a subordinating conjunction at the beginning e.g. 
although, as, after, before. 
 

 Relative clause – a dependent clause that gives 
extra information about a noun and begins with a 
relative pronoun e.g. who, whose, which, that. 
 

 All relative clauses are subordinate clauses. 
However, not all subordinate clauses are relative 
clauses.  Relative clauses must include a relative 
pronoun. 



Subordinate clauses 

 

The men climbed. 
 

The men climbed as the moonlight shone from 
above. 
As the moonlight shone from above, the men 
climbed. 

 Main clause 
Subordinate clause 

 

A subordinate clause (also called a dependent clause) will 
begin with a subordinating conjunction. A subordinate 

clause will not form a complete sentence.  

http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/completesentence.htm


Relative clauses 

A relative clause describes more about the noun and is 
introduced by a relative pronoun e.g. who, whose, which, 
that. 

Can you identify the noun in the sentence below?  

 

The mermaid sang. 
 

The mermaid, who was extremely beautiful, sang. 

 

 

 

 

Noun 
Relative clause 

 



Multi-clause sentences 

 

The girl danced. 

 

 Can you write a sentence using a 
subordinate clause?  

 Can you write a sentence using a relative 
clause? 

 Can you write a sentence using both? 

 

 








